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Par t  1 Prepare f or  Pract ice Test ing  

Overv iew  of  t he Pract ice Test s 

The Pract ice Tests for the Iowa Assessments™ have been designed to help students become 
familiar w ith the types of  tasks they w ill encounter when they take Levels 15−17/18 of  the 
Iowa Assessments Form E. These Pract ice Tests may be used with all bat teries of  Form E of  the 
Iowa Assessments. They provide pract ice for the following tests. 

•  Reading 

•  Writ ten Expression  

•  Mathemat ics  

•  Science  

•  Social Studies  

•  Vocabulary  

•  Computat ion  

The Pract ice Tests contain quest ions that  are similar in format  and content  to the quest ions in 
the regular tests, a sample Name block, and a detachable answer sheet  (located on the inside 
back cover). In addit ion, the correct  answers are provided in this Pract ice Tests Direct ions 
booklet . Quest ions and answers may be discussed to clarify the test -taking process and to 
prepare students for the regular Iowa Assessments. 

The Pract ice Tests may be divided into mult iple test ing sessions, w ith each session given just  
prior to the administ rat ion of  the corresponding regular tests. If  desired, however, the Pract ice 
Tests may be given in a single orientat ion session immediately preceding the f irst  session of  
regular test ing. Af ter each pract ice test , the teacher and students should ident ify the correct  
responses and discuss why these responses are correct .  
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Get t ing Ready f or  t he Pract ice Test s 

 � Enter students’ names on the Practice Tests booklets ahead of time, or instruct students to 
print their names on the booklets themselves. 

 � Each student will need two No. 2 pencils. 

 � If your district/school policy permits, calculators may be used for the Mathematics test. 
Calculators may not be used on the Computation test. 

 � Provide one sheet of scratch paper for each student. 

 � Discuss with students the purpose for taking the Practice Tests. 
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Par t  2 Adm in ist er  t he Pract ice Test s 

As you administer the tests, read aloud w ord f or  w ord the direct ions that  are printed in blue 

type, preceded by the word “ SAY.”  The text  printed in bold type is important  informat ion for 
you and should not  be read to students. As you administer the Pract ice Tests, circulate among 
the students and help any student  who does not  understand the direct ions or who is having 
dif f iculty marking the answers properly. 

 Distribute a test booklet to each student. (Keep one test booklet for your own 
use.) Make sure that each student has scratch paper and two sharpened No. 2 
pencils with erasers. Then begin:  

 

Today, you are going to answer  some pract ice quest ions like those on 

the Iowa Assessments. After  you have answered each set  of quest ions, 

I will go over  the answers with  you.  

 If you feel that your students do not need to practice filling out the name block, 
turn to the section titled “Detaching the Answer Sheet”  on page 4 of this manual. 

If you feel that your students need to practice filling out the name block, continue: 

 

Before you begin answer ing the pract ice quest ions, we will pract ice 

marking in format ion on an answer sheet . 

 Continue with the instructions below.

 

Pract ice f or  M ark ing t he Nam e Block (Opt ional ) 

 The Name block is on the inside back cover of the test booklet. If students are to 
be given practice in marking their names, say: 

 

Turn to the inside back cover  of your  test  booklet . F ind the Name 
block. (Demonstrate.) 

Look a t  the place for  your  last  name. (Pause.) Then pr in t  your  last  

name in  the row of boxes a t  the top of the Name block. Begin with  the 

first  box and pr in t  one let ter  in  each box, including a hyphen if 
necessary. If there are not  enough boxes to pr in t  a ll of the let ters in  

your  last  name, pr in t  as many let ters as there is room for . (Pause.)  

  

SAY 

SAY 

SAY 
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Now go on to the par t  of the Name block for  the first  name. Pr in t  your  

first  name. If there are not  enough boxes to pr in t  a ll of the let ters in  

your  first  name, pr int  as many let ters as there is room for . Now go on 
to the par t  of the Name block for  the middle in it ia l, wh ich  is 

abbrevia ted M.I., and pr in t  your  middle in it ia l. 

When students have finished printing their names, say: 

Now you shou ld mark the circles in  the a lphabet columns below your  

name. Begin with  the first  let ter  of your  last  name. F ind the same 

let ter  in  the a lphabet  column direct ly below it . Make a dark mark in  
the circle conta in ing th is let ter . Make your  mark large enough to fill 

in  the circle completely, but  do not  go in to other  circles. (Pause.) Now 

find the second let ter  of your  name in  the second alphabet  column and 

fill in  tha t  circle. (Pause.) Now do the same for  each let ter  of your  
name. Be sure that  you make a mark in  every column of the Name 

block that  has a  let ter  above it . If your  last  name has a  hyphen in  it , 

you will find a  row of hyphens above the a lphabet  rows. If you have 
any blank or  unused boxes, fill in  the blank circle for  them at  the top 

of the column. Also check to make sure that  you have marked only 

one circle in  each column. Be sure to make dark marks. If you make a 

mistake, erase it  very carefu lly. If you have any quest ions about  
marking your  name, ra ise your  hand and I will help you. 

 Circulate among the students and give help where needed. 

 

Det aching t he Answ er Sheet  

 If the students did not go over the instructions for completing the Name block, 
say: 

 

Now turn to the inside back cover  of your  test  booklet .  

Then, for all students, say: 

In  the pract ice tests you are about  to take, you will mark your  

answers on the answer  sheet  tha t  is inside the back cover  of your  test  

booklet . To use the answer  sheet , you must first  separate it  from the 

test  booklet . Th is page is per fora ted to make it  easy to separate. Fold 
the page a long the per fora ted line, and then carefu lly tear  it  off. 

 Demonstrate with a test booklet by folding the page along the perforation and 
then carefully tearing it off. When students have separated their answer sheets, 
continue. 

SAY 

SAY 
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Inst ruct ions f or  M ark ing Your  Answ ers 

 

Now look a t  page 1 of your  test  booklet . (Pause.) Under  the heading 

“About  the Tests,” read silent ly while I read a loud. 

The quest ions in  the Iowa Assessments are mult iple-choice. Each 
quest ion has four , or  somet imes five, answer  choices. Each quest ion 

has a  cor responding numbered row of answer  circles on the answer  

sheet . Read the quest ion and decide which answer is best .  

Ma r k in g You r  An sw er s 

Once you select  the best  answer, mark your  answer on your  answer  
sheet . F ind the row of circles with  the same number as the quest ion . 

Then fill in  the circle with  the same let ter  as the answer  you chose. 

There are three impor tant  th ings to remember  in  marking: 

1. Ma k e  a  com p le t e  m a r k . The mark should be large enough to 

fill the circle, but  it  should not  go outside. Do not  waste t ime 

making very neat  marks. It  is more importan t  to make very 
dark marks. Be sure to use a No. 2 pencil. 

2. Keep  you r  p la ce  on  t h e  a n sw er  sh ee t . Be sure that  your  

mark for  every quest ion is placed in  the row with  the same 

number as that  quest ion. 

3. Ma k e on ly  ONE  m a r k  in  a  r ow . If you change your  mind 

about  an answer , erase your  first  mark as completely as you 
can. 

The GO arrow at  the bot tom of a  test  page tells you to turn to the next  
page. Work unt il you reach a  STOP marker , which tells you where the 

test  ends. 

Are there any quest ions about  how to mark your  answers? 

 Answer all questions, and then go on to the next section, “Reading,”  or to the 
directions for the first test you are planning to administer. Give the students a 
reasonable amount of time to respond to all the questions in the test. Since you 
will be going over the answers to the questions with the students immediately 
after each test, it is not essential that all students answer every question. 

 

SAY 
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Reading  

 
Each student should have her or his test booklet, answer sheet, scratch paper, 
and two sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers. 

 

You are now going to take a reading test . F ind the place on your  
answer sheet  for  Reading. (Pause.) Now turn to page 2 in  your  test  

booklet . (Pause while students turn to page 2.) Read the direct ions for  th is 
test  silent ly while I read them aloud. 

This is a test  of some of the skills involved in  understanding what  you 

read. 

•  Read the passage, including the b old fa ce  in t roduct ion, and 

then go on to the quest ions. 

•  For each quest ion, choose the best  answer and mark your  

choice on the answer sheet . 

•  You may refer  to the passage as often  as necessary. 

Now read the passage and answer the quest ions on the next  page. 

Use your  scratch paper  if you need to wr ite anyth ing down. When you 
have fin ished quest ion 8, put  your  pencil down. We will go over  the 

answers when everyone has fin ished. You may begin. 

 Walk around the room, checking that students are marking their answer sheets 
properly. When most students have finished, discuss the correct answers with 
them. The answer key is provided below.  

Question 1: B  

Question 2: M 

Question 3: C  

Question 4: L 

Question 5: D 

Question 6: K  

Question 7: A  

Question 8: L  

Go on to the next practice test. If you will administer the next practice test at a 
later time, collect the students’ booklets, answer sheets, and scratch paper. 

 

SAY 
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Wri t t en Expression 

 
Each student should have her or his test booklet, answer sheet, scratch paper, 
and two sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers. 

 

The test  you are going to take now is a  test  of skills used in  wr it ing. 
F ind the place on your  answer  sheet  for  Wr it ten Expression. (Pause.) 

Now turn to page 4 in  your  test  booklet .  (Pause while students turn to 

page 4.) Read the direct ions for  th is test  silent ly while I read them 
a loud. 

This is a test  of some of the skills involved in  revising wr it ten 

mater ia ls. The select ion is presented twice, first  in  a box and then in  

a  spread-out  format  where cer ta in  por t ions are under lined for  
possible revision. The revision choices are shown in  the r ight -hand 

column. 

•  Read quickly through the boxed text  to get  an idea of its 

purpose and style. Then go on to the spread-out  format .  

•  For most  quest ions, the task is to choose the answer  that   

− makes the statement  grammat ica lly correct  

− expresses the idea in  the clearest  or  most  appropr ia te way 

− is worded most  consistent ly with  the style and purpose of 
the wr it ing  

− organizes the ideas most  effect ively  

In  some cases, the best  choice cor rects or  improves more than one 

problem. If the or igina l under lined version is best , mark “No change.” 

•  In  spelling quest ions, ident ify which under lined word is 

misspelled, if any. If there are no er rors, mark “None.” 

•  Some quest ions refer  to a  place in the spread-out  text  where a  

numbered box appears. These quest ions require decisions 
about  including addit iona l in format ion or  reorganizing par ts of 

the text . 

For  a ll quest ions, mark your  choice on the answer sheet . 

SAY 
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Now read the passage on page 5 and answer  the quest ions on  pages 6 

through 8. Use your  scratch paper  if you need to wr ite anyth ing down. 

When you have fin ished quest ion 11, put  your  pencil down. We will go 
over  the answers when everyone has fin ished. You may begin. 

 Walk around the room, checking that students are marking their answer sheets 
properly. When most students have finished, discuss the correct answers with 
them. The answer key is provided below.  

Question 1: D  

Question 2: L  

Question 3: D  

Question 4: L  

Question 5: C 

Question 6: M 

Question 7: B  

Question 8: J  

Question 9: B  

Question 10: L 

Question 11: B  

Go on to the next practice test. If you will administer the next practice test at a 
later time, collect the students’ booklets, answer sheets, and scratch paper. 

 

 

SAY 
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M at hem at ics 

 
Each student should have her or his test booklet, answer sheet, scratch paper, 
and two sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers. If your district/school policy 
permits, calculators may be used for the Mathematics test. 

 

You are now going to take a mathemat ics test . F ind the place on your  

answer  sheet  for  Mathemat ics. (Pause.) Now turn to page 9 in  your  test  

booklet . (Pause while students turn to page 9.) Read the direct ions for  th is 

test  silent ly while I read them aloud. 

This is a  test  of how well you are developing your  skills in  applying 

mathemat ical concepts and solving mathemat ical problems. 

•  Read each quest ion carefu lly and decide which of the five 

a lternat ives best  answers the quest ion. 

•  Mark your  choice on your  answer sheet . 

•  There are rela t ively easy problems scat tered throughout  the 
test . If you find that  some quest ions are difficu lt , you may skip 

them and return to them later  if you have t ime. 

•  Note that  not  a ll figures are drawn to sca le. 

Now answer  the quest ions on th is page and on pages 10 and 11. Use 

your  scra tch paper  if you need to wr ite anyth ing down. When you 

have fin ished quest ion 8, put  your  pencil down. We will go over  the 

answers when everyone has fin ished. You may begin.  

 Walk around the room, checking that students are marking their answer sheets 
properly. When most students have finished, discuss the correct answers with 
them. The answer key is provided below.  

Question 1: D  

Question 2: J  

Question 3: B  

Question 4: L 

Question 5: E 

Question 6: L 

Question 7: B 

Question 8: M  

Go on to the next practice test. If you will administer the next practice test at a 
later time, collect the students’ booklets, answer sheets, and scratch paper. 

SAY 
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Science  

 
Each student should have her or his test booklet, answer sheet, scratch paper, 
and two sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers. 

 

You are now going to take a  science test . F ind the place on your  
answer sheet  for  Science. (Pause.) Now turn to page 13 in  your  test  

booklet . (Pause while students turn to page 13.) Read the direct ions for  th is 
test  silent ly wh ile I read them a loud.  

Th is is a  test  of how well you are developing your  skills in  ana lyzing 

science in format ion. 

•  Read each quest ion and decide which of the four  a lternat ives 

best  answers the quest ion. 

•  Mark your  choice on your  answer sheet . 

•  Somet imes several quest ions are based on the same mater ia l. 

You should carefu lly read th is mater ia l, then answer the 

quest ions. 

Now answer  the quest ions on th is page and on pages 14 and 15. Use 
your  scra tch paper  if you need to wr ite anyth ing down. When you 

have fin ished quest ion 6, put  your  pencil down. We will go over  the 

answers when everyone has fin ished. You may begin. 

 Walk around the room, checking that students are marking their answer sheets 
properly. When most students have finished, discuss the correct answers with 
them. The answer key is provided below. 

Question 1: A 

Question 2: L 

Question 3: B 

Question 4: L 

Question 5: D 

Question 6: J 

Go on to the next practice test. If you will administer the next practice test at a 
later time, collect the students’ booklets, answer sheets, and scratch paper. 

 

SAY 
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Social  St ud ies 

 
Each student should have her or his test booklet, answer sheet, scratch paper, 
and two sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers.  

 

You are now going to take a socia l studies test . F ind the place on your  
answer sheet  for  Socia l Studies. (Pause.) Now turn to page 16 in  your  

test  booklet . (Pause while students turn to page 16.) Read the direct ions for  
th is test  silent ly while I read them a loud.  

Th is is a test  to find out  how well you are developing your  skills in  

analyzing socia l studies in format ion.  

•  Read each quest ion and decide which of the four  a lternat ives 

best  answers the quest ion.  

•  Mark your  choice on your  answer  sheet .  

•  Somet imes several quest ions are based on the same mater ia l. 

You should carefu lly read th is mater ia l, then answer the 

quest ions. 

Now answer the quest ions on th is page and on pages 17 through 19. 
Use your  scratch paper  if you need to wr ite anyth ing down. When you 

have fin ished quest ion 7, put  your  pencil down. We will go over  the 

answers when everyone has fin ished. You may begin. 

 Walk around the room, checking that students are marking their answer sheets 
properly. When most students have finished, discuss the correct answers with 
them. The answer key is provided below. 

Question 1: D 

Question 2: K 

Question 3: A 

Question 4: K 

Question 5: D 

Question 6: J 

Question 7: C 

Go on to the next practice test. If you will administer the next practice test at a 
later time, collect the students’ booklets, answer sheets, and scratch paper. 

SAY 
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Vocabulary  

 
Each student should have her or his test booklet, answer sheet, and two 
sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers. Scratch paper will not be needed for this 
test. 

 

You are now going to take a  vocabulary test . F ind the place on  your  

answer sheet  for  Vocabulary. (Pause.) Now turn to page 21 in  your  test  

booklet . (Pause while students turn to page 21.) Read the direct ions for  th is 

test  silent ly while I read them aloud. 

This is a  vocabulary test . 

•  Read each quest ion and decide wh ich  of the five choices has 
most  near ly the same mean ing as the under lined word or 

phrase.  

•  Mark your  choice on your  answer  sheet .  

Now answer the quest ions on  th is page. When you have fin ished 
quest ion 6, put  your  pencil down. We will go over  the answers when 

everyone has fin ished. You may begin.  

 Walk around the room, checking that students are marking their answer sheets 
properly. When most students have finished, discuss the correct answers with 
them. The answer key is provided below.  

Question 1: A 

Question 2: L 

Question 3: D 

Question 4: N 

Question 5: C 

Question 6: K 

Go on to the next practice test. If you will administer the next practice test at a 
later time, collect the students’ booklets and answer sheets. 

 

SAY 
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Com put at ion 

 
Each student should have her or his test booklet, answer sheet, scratch paper, 
and two sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers. Students are not permitted to use 
calculators on the Computation test. 

 

You are now going to take a  test  in  math  computa t ion. F ind the place 

on your  answer  sheet  for  Computat ion. (Pause.) Now turn to page 23 in  

your  test  booklet . (Pause while students turn to page 23.) Read the 

direct ions for  th is test  silent ly while I read them aloud.  

Th is is a  test  of your  abilit ies to use your  skills in mathemat ical 

computa t ion. 

•  After  each problem are four  answer  opt ions and a “None of the 

above” opt ion.  

•  Solve each problem and compare your  answer with  the answers 

that  are given.  

•  If your  answer  matches a  given answer, fill in  the circle on your  

answer  sheet  tha t  has the same let ter  as that  answer.  

•  If your  answer is not  given, fill in  the last  circle.  

Now answer the quest ions on th is page and the next  page. Use your  
scra tch paper if you need to wr ite anyth ing down. When you have 

fin ished quest ion 6, put  your  pencil down. We will go over  the 

answers when everyone has fin ished. You may begin. 

 Walk around the room, checking that students are marking their answer sheets 
properly. When most students have finished, discuss the correct answers with 
them. The answer key is provided below.  

Question 1: E 

Question 2: J 

Question 3: B 

Question 4: L 

Question 5: C 

Question 6: N 

If this is not the last practice test you are going to administer, go on to the next 
test. If you have completed administering the practice tests or if you will 
administer the next test at a later time, collect the students’ booklets, answer 
sheets, and scratch paper. 

 

SAY 



 

 

 

 






