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Part 1 Prepare for Practice Testing

Overview of the Practice Tests

The Practice Testsfor the lowa Assessments™ have been designed to help studentsbecome
familiar with the typesof tasksthey will encounter when they take Levels 15-17/18 of the
lowa Assessments Form E. These Practice Testsmay be used with all batteriesof Form E of the
lowa Assessments. They provide practice for the following tests.

 Reading

e Written Expression
*+ Mathematics

+ Science

+ Social Sudies

* Vocabulary
 Computation

The Practice Tests contain questionsthat are similar in format and content to the questionsin
the regular tests, a sample Name block, and a detachable answer sheet (located on the inside
back cover). In addition, the correct answersare provided in this Practice Tests Directions
booklet. Questionsand answers may be discussed to clarify the test-taking processand to
prepare studentsfor the regular lowa Assessments.

The Practice Tests may be divided into multiple testing sessions, with each session given just
prior to the administration of the corresponding regular tests. If desired, however, the Practice
Testsmay be given in a single orientation session immediately preceding the first session of
regular testing. After each practice test, the teacher and studentsshould identify the correct
responses and discusswhy these responsesare correct.
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Getting Ready for the Practice Tests

2

| Enter students’ names on the Practice Tests booklets ahead of time, or instruct students to
print their names on the booklets themselves.

| Each student will need two No. 2 pencils.

] If your district/school policy permits, calculators may be used for the Mathematics test.
Calculators may not be used on the Computation test.

| Provide one sheet of scratch paper for each student.

Discuss with students the purpose for taking the Practice Tests.
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Part 2

Administer the Practice Tests

Asyou administer the tests, read aloud word for word the directionsthat are printed in blue
type, preceded by the word “ SAY.” The text printed in bold type isimportant information for
you and should not be read to students. Asyou administer the Practice Tests, circulate among
the studentsand help any student who doesnot understand the directionsor who is having
difficulty marking the answersproperly.

SAY

SAY

Distribute a test booklet to each student. (Keep one test booklet for your own
use.) Make sure that each student has scratch paper and two sharpened No. 2
pencils with erasers. Then begin:

Today, you are going to answer some practice questi@esthiose on
the lowa Assessments. After you have answered eatcbf ggiestions,
| will go over the answers with you.

If you feel that your students do not need to practice filling out the name block,
turn to the section titled “Detaching the Answer Sheet” on page 4 of this manual.

If you feel that your students need to practice filling out the name block, continue:

Before you begin answering the practice questionsywllepractice
marking information on an answer sheet.

Continue with the instructions below.

Practice for Marking the Name Block (Optional)

SAY

The Name block is on the inside back cover of the test booklet. If students are to
be given practice in marking their names, say:

Turn to the inside back cover of your test booklet. Fihd Name
block. (Demonstrate.)

Look at the place for your last namPause.) Then print your last
name in the row of boxes at the top of the Name blodgiB with the
first box and print one letter in each box, includiadnyphen if
necessary. If there are not enough boxes to printfahe letters in
your last name, print as many letters as there is rfmwsmPause.)
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SAY

Now go on tothe part of the Name block for the first nafRent your
first name. If there are not enough boxes to printoathe letters in
your first name, print as many letters as thereo@mnr for. Now go on
tothe part of the Name block for the middle initiahnh is
abbreviated M.l., and print your middle initial.

When students have finished printing their names, say:

Now you should mark the circles in the alphabet colurhal®w your
name. Begin with the first letter of your last nankénd the same
letter in the alphabet column directly below it. Ma&kelark mark in
the circle containing this letter. Make your markda enough to fill
in the circle completely, but do not go into other ciscl@ause.) Now
find the second letter of your name in the second aljgh&olumn and
fill in that circle. (Pause.) Now do the same for each letter of your
name. Be sure that you make a mark in every columm®fName
block that has a letter above it. If your last name hahyphen in it,
you will find a row of hyphens above the alphabet rolfgou have
any blank or unused boxes, fill in the blank cirae them at the top
of the column. Also check to make sure that you havekedonly
one circle in each column. Be sure to make dark malfkou make a
mistake, erase it very carefully. If you have anyegqtions about
marking your name, raise your hand and | will help you

Circulate among the students and give help where needed.

Detaching the Answer Sheet

4

SAY

If the students did not go over the instructions for completing the Name block,
say:

Now turn to the inside back cover of your test booklet.
Then, for all students, say:

In the practice tests you are about to take, you wdlrkyour
answers on the answer sheet that is inside the bawir of your test
booklet. To use the answer sheet, you must first segaitdrom the
test booklet. This page is perforated to make it e@sseparate. Fold
the page along the perforated line, and then canetekr it off.
Demonstrate with a test booklet by folding the page along the perforation and

then carefully tearing it off. When students have separated their answer sheets,
continue.
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Instructions for Marking Your Answers

SAY

Now look at page 1 of your test booklgtause.) Under the heading
“About the Tests,”read silently while | read aloud.

The questions in the lowa Assessments are multipteeeh Each
question has four, or sometimes five, answer choiceshEaestion
has a corresponding numbered row of answer circles erattswer
sheet. Read the question and decide which answeess.

Marking Your Answers

Once you select the best answer, mark your answermon gnswer
sheet. Find the row of circles with the same num&the question.
Then fill in the circle with the same letter as tAeswer you chose.

There are three important things toremember in nregk

1. Make a complete mark. The mark should be large endogh
fill the circle, but it should not go outside. Do not wasime
making very neat marks. It is more important to makeyv
dark marks. Be sure touse a No. 2 pencil.

2. Keep your place on the answer sheet. Be sure that y
mark for every question is placed in the row with deame
number as that question.

3. Make only ONE mark in a row. If you change your mind
about an answer, erase your first mark as completslyou
can.

The GO arrow at the bottom of a test page tells yowtatto the next
page. Work until you reach a STOP marker, which tetls where the
test ends.

Are there any questions about how to mark your answers?

Answer all questions, and then go on to the next section, “Reading,” or to the
directions for the first test you are planning to administer. Give the students a
reasonable amount of time to respond to all the questions in the test. Since you
will be going over the answers to the questions with the students immediately
after each test, it is not essential that all students answer every question.
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Each student should have her or his test booklet, answer sheet, scratch paper,
and two sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers.

! ' You are now going to take a reading test. Find theelatyour
answer sheet for Readin@ause.) Now turn to page 2 in your test
booklet.(Pause while students turn to page 2.) Read the directions for this
test silently while | read them aloud.

SAY

This is a test of some of the skills involved in undarsding what you
read.

« Read the passage, including the boldface introductaord
then go on to the questions.

 For each question, choose the best answer and mark your
choice on the answer sheet.

* You may refer tothe passage as often as necessary.

Now read the passage and answer the questions onetttepage.
Use your scratch paper if you need to write anythiogn. When you
have finished question 8, put your pencil down. We w@a over the

\ ) answers when everyone has finished. You may begin.

Walk around the room, checking that students are marking their answer sheets
properly. When most students have finished, discuss the correct answers with
them. The answer key is provided below.

Question 1: B
Question 2: M
Question 3: C
Question 4: L
Question 5: D
Question 6: K
Question 7: A
Question 8: L

Go on to the next practice test. If you will administer the next practice test at a
later time, collect the students’ booklets, answer sheets, and scratch paper.
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Written Expression

Each student should have her or his test booklet, answer sheet, scratch paper,
and two sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers.

! ' The test you are going to take now is a test of skided in writing.
Find the place on your answer sheet for Written Expi@s. (Pause.)
Now turn to page 4 in your test bookle@ause while students turn to
page 4) Read the directions for this test silently while adethem
aloud.

SAY

This is a test of some of the skills involved in remigiwritten
materials. The selection is presented twice, firsaiibox and then in
a spread-out format where certain portions are undedlifor
possible revision. The revision choices are shown inriglet-hand
column.

e Read quickly through the boxed text to get an idedf i
purpose and style. Then go on to the spread-out format.

« For most questions, the task is to choose the answdr tha
- makes the statement grammatically correct
— expresses the idea in the clearest or most apprapvaty

— is worded most consistently with the style and purpafse
the writing

— organizes the ideas most effectively

In some cases, the best choice corrects or improves thane one
problem. If the original underlined version is bestanrk “No change.”

* In spelling questions, identify which underlined wdsd
misspelled, if any. If there are no errors, mark “Ndne

« Some questions refer to a place in the spread-outvwbxtre a
numbered box appears. These gquestions require desision
about including additional information or reorganizing fsof
the text.

\ ) For all questions, mark your choice on the answer sheet.
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Now read the passage on page 5 and answer the questnopages 6
through 8. Use your scratch paper if you need to waingthing down.
When you have finished question 11, put your pencilnowWe will go
\ ) over the answers when everyone has finished. You negynb

SAY

Walk around the room, checking that students are marking their answer sheets
properly. When most students have finished, discuss the correct answers with
them. The answer key is provided below.

Question 1: D
Question 2: L
Question 3: D
Question 4: L
Question 5: C
Question 6: M
Question 7: B

Question 8:J

Question 9: B

Question 10: L
Question 11: B

Go on to the next practice test. If you will administer the next practice test at a
later time, collect the students’ booklets, answer sheets, and scratch paper.
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Mathematics

SAY

Each student should have her or his test booklet, answer sheet, scratch paper,
and two sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers. If your district/school policy
permits, calculators may be used for the Mathematics test.

You are now going to take a mathematics test. Findplhee on your
answer sheet for MathematiqBause.) Now turn to page 9 in your test
booklet.(Pause while students turn to page 9.) Read the directions for this
test silently while | read them aloud.

This is a test of how well you are developing your skiti applying
mathematical concepts and solving mathematical problem

« Read each question carefully and decide which offies
alternatives best answers the question.

 Mark your choice on your answer sheet.

« There are relatively easy problems scattered throughloa
test. If you find that some questions are difficulbuymay skip
them and return to them later if you have time.

* Note that not all figures are drawn to scale.

Now answer the questions on this page and on pagesd@4. Use
your scratch paper if you need to write anything doWwtn.en you
have finished question 8, put your pencil down. We wga over the
answers when everyone has finished. You may begin.

Walk around the room, checking that students are marking their answer sheets

properly. When most students have finished, discuss the correct answers with
them. The answer key is provided below.

Question 1: D
Question 2:J
Question 3:
Question 4:
Question 5:
Question 6:

o r mr- W

Question 7:
Question 8: M

Go on to the next practice test. If you will administer the next practice test at a
later time, collect the students’ booklets, answer sheets, and scratch paper.
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Science

Each student should have her or his test booklet, answer sheet, scratch paper,
and two sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers.

You are now going to take a science test. Find theeptacyour

answer sheet for Scieng@ause.) Now turn to page 13 in your test
booklet.(Pause while students turn to page 13.) Read the directions for this
test silently while | read them aloud.

SAY

This is a test of how well you are developing your skill analyzing
science information.

* Read each question and decide which of the four aétves
best answers the question.

e« Mark your choice on your answer sheet.

e Sometimes several questions are based on the sameialate
You should carefully read this material, then answes
guestions.

Now answer the questions on this page and on pagesd4%. Use
your scratch paper if you need to write anything doWwtn.en you
have finished question 6, put your pencil down. We wga over the

\ ) answers when everyone has finished. You may begin.

10

Walk around the room, checking that students are marking their answer sheets
properly. When most students have finished, discuss the correct answers with
them. The answer key is provided below.

Question 1: A
Question 2: L
Question 3: B
Question 4: L
Question 5: D
Question 6:J

Go on to the next practice test. If you will administer the next practice test at a
later time, collect the students’ booklets, answer sheets, and scratch paper.
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Social Studies

SAY

Each student should have her or his test booklet, answer sheet, scratch paper,
and two sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers.

You are now going to take a social studies test. Fimaglace on your
answer sheet for Social StudigBause.) Now turn to page 16 in your
test booklet (Pause while students turn to page 16.) Read the directions for
this test silently while | read them aloud.

This is a test to find out how well you are developirogi iy skills in
analyzing social studies information.

* Read each question and decide which of the four aétves
best answers the question.

« Mark your choice on your answer sheet.

e Sometimes several questions are based on the sameialate
You should carefully read this material, then answes
guestions.

Now answer the questions on this page and on pagesrbugh 19.
Use your scratch paper if you need to write anythiogm. When you
have finished question 7, put your pencil down. We w@a over the
answers when everyone has finished. You may begin.

Walk around the room, checking that students are marking their answer sheets
properly. When most students have finished, discuss the correct answers with
them. The answer key is provided below.

Question 1: D
Question 2: K
Question 3: A
Question 4: K
Question 5: D
Question 6: J
Question 7: C

Go on to the next practice test. If you will administer the next practice test at a
later time, collect the students’ booklets, answer sheets, and scratch paper.
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Vocabulary

12

SAY

Each student should have her or his test booklet, answer sheet, and two
sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers. Scratch paper will not be needed for this
test.

You are now going to take a vocabulary test. Find tlaeg on your
answer sheet for Vocabularg@pause.) Now turn to page 21 in your test
booklet.(Pause while students turn to page 21.) Read the directions for this
test silently while | read them aloud.

This is a vocabulary test.

« Read each question and decide which of the five @soltas
most nearly the same meaning as the underlined word or
phrase.

 Mark your choice on your answer sheet.

Now answer the questions on this page. When you havehfed
guestion 6, put your pencil down. We will go over thesaers when
everyone has finished. You may begin.

Walk around the room, checking that students are marking their answer sheets
properly. When most students have finished, discuss the correct answers with
them. The answer key is provided below.

Question 1: A
Question 2: L
Question 3: D
Question 4: N
Question 5: C
Question 6: K

Go on to the next practice test. If you will administer the next practice test at a
later time, collect the students’ booklets and answer sheets.
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Computation

SAY

Each student should have her or his test booklet, answer sheet, scratch paper,
and two sharpened No. 2 pencils with erasers. Students are not permitted to use
calculators on the Computation test.

You are now going to take a test in math computationdRhe place
on your answer sheet for Computati@rause.) Now turn to page 23 in
your test booklet(Pause while students turn to page 23.) Read the
directions for this test silently while | read theroad.

This is a test of your abilities to use your skillsnmathematical
computation.

» After each problem are four answer options and a “Nonté ef
above” option.

 Solve each problem and compare your answer with thevarss
that are given.

 Ifyour answer matches a given answer, fill in threele on your
answer sheet that has the same letter as that answe

 Ifyour answer is not given, fill in the last circle.

Now answer the questions on this page and the nex¢.pdge your
scratch paper if you need to write anything down. Wiyen have
finished question 6, put your pencil down. We will geeothe
answers when everyone has finished. You may begin.

Walk around the room, checking that students are marking their answer sheets

properly. When most students have finished, discuss the correct answers with
them. The answer key is provided below.

Question 1: E
Question 2: J
Question 3: B
Question 4: L
Question 5: C
Question 6: N

If this is not the last practice test you are going to administer, go on to the next
test. If you have completed administering the practice tests or if you will
administer the next test at a later time, collect the students’ booklets, answer
sheets, and scratch paper.
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